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Land Trust’s latest coup in preserving
the lagoon shoreline
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Dining Guide
When the Indian River Land Trust took possession of B
Calendar : 130 acres of rare natural habitat on Pine Isiand at the ecome a-
end of May, it was the latest coup in a strikingly Suppoer
successful campaign to preserve the natural shoreline
and water gquality of the Indian River Lagoon.

%"‘\.
L’, 4 ,é"" Combined with an adjoining parcel purchased in
ko) March. the dmated tract creates a priceless 19C-acre preserve for endangered rosette
P po spoonbills. wood storks. herons and other wildlife south of the Wabasso Bridge and the
e Environmenial Learning Center.

PREVIOUS

ISSUES OF - Since sHﬁirg its focus to protecting estuarine acreage in 2008, the irust has permanently

VB 32963 preserved 81/2 ‘aiies of shoreline and 825 acres of environmentally sensitive property 7

CLICR 1 2t critical to the lagoor i VeroBeach
Want to purchase “They are doing a wonderful job of r:ons_er\.ri‘ng gropeﬂties that might otherwise bel y
reprints of vour developed.” says Warren Falls, managing direcior of ORCA - the Ocean Research and ul
fa 5 or Conservation Association — which is leading the effort to map pollution in the lagoon. "By P
VeroNews.c maintaining natural vegetation along the shore. ll‘ew help protect the lagoon from polluted
photas? runoff. | hope they keep doing what they are doing.

“We really support what they are di

ing. getting

ivate money to purchase co

Exclusively

lands,” says Richard Baker, president of the Peli Island Auduben Society. “B John's Island
pro ‘ectlng T uuahl\' ne mangroves and sali marshes they are saving are critically

important nurseries for game fish and without them our whole sport fishing industry will

collapse.”

unnE“ The Land Trust ned out to be the right group at the right time. for Indian Riv
County.
REPRINTS

By articulating 2 ar ”nmronmen:l vision and providing a professicnaily managed
repository 1S i, the rofit has become a raays( acti \/amg

latent ecol thropy for the public good

Copies of Vero
DE«C'\ 32963 can

Pleass click hera.

OCEANSIDE

DALE SORE\’SEN

wners will continue to enjoy the ben
and or pay taxes on it.

s of preservation without having to

we will steward the land.” says Ann Taylor. the trust director of development. PRGNSR &
‘They have asked that we maintain the native species and keep cut unwanted plants.
such as pepper trees. and we will include that in cur management plan.”

ining property was bought at auction in March with $50.000 provided by
donor who wanted the land preserved and thought the trust was the

MAINLAND tion to protect it.

| think it had probably been owned by a developer and John Johnson found out it was o
e going fo be auction =<i c’r says Taylor. Working with fellow board Kelly Kite and trust
4 - h Bog Director of Land Protection Ralph Monticello. Johnson led the successful effort to acquire

the land.
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: “This property has salt marsh, strong mangrove and a myriad of internal wetiand ponds,”
Eurniture says trust Executive Director Ken Grudens of the combined 190-acre iract. "It has a mix
9. Vero Beac |. of wetland habitats that make it a great environment for a diversity of wading birds.

“Salt marsh is a dying breed in this county. Most of it was lost when they did mosquito
ditching back in the 1940s and 1950s, so this property is especially precious. It is big
enough and secluded enough to be a real harhor for wildlife.

“When we develop our management plan, we will do a census to determine what species LA
are In there and what communities of plants and how best to enhance and protect them A tiTaTE
while providing some limited public access.”

“We have management plans underway for all our properties,” says Taylor.

The Pine Island tract is not easily accessed by foot or car. A gated subdivision lies L
between it and SR-510, the route that passes over the Wabasso Bridge

Taylor says there are plans for guided kayak and walking tours of the property bui that i
will remain mostly undeveloped.

“We haven't talked with them about it vel, but we think there could be an interesting V
partnership with the Environmental Learning Cenler,” says Taylor. ERO
INSURANCE

The partnership could include the trust launching its kayak tours form ELC's nearby Cstablished 1900

canoe launch area and ELO taking schoolchildren to the property for ecological

excursions. EXCEPTIONAL
INSURANCE

The Pine Island acquisition follows a series of earlier conservation accomplishmenis by PRODUCTS

the trust, which was founded in 1€90 o help save McKee Botanical Gardens. a 10-year, &

$10-million project. SIGNATURE
PERSONAL

Following that successful endeavor. the trust was instrumental in preserving 2.000 acres SERVICE

of agricultural land from development.
CALL TODAY-

In 2004, it led the effort to pass a $50-million land and water protection bond issue

referendum that was approved by 67 percent of voters. enabling the county o buy 2

number of properties.

With land prices skyrocketing, the county rushed to buy property before it became stili
more expensive and ended up spending the $50 million at or near the peak of the boom.

That miscaiculation on the part of the county magnifies the importance of the trusts
efforts.

‘The iand trust has taken up the cause the county had iaken up when i
ugh the bond referendum.” says county Environmenial Planning Chi
DeBlois.

“We have pretty much run out of meney and the Land Trust has become the primary oot poLiey TERMS |
agency or non-profit out there buying and conserving land these days. They are definitely SUBCRIBE 70 32853 JOBS
filling an imporiant need.”

»  “in January 2009. our board recognized we had a hisioric opporiunity to protect the
lagoon and habitat near it.” says Grudens. “Because of the real esiate d turn and
failed developments along the wa extraordinary pisces of vere potentially
available for conservation that id have been out of reach befors.

Gruderc ‘hc hoa

anis to get ali the land iican w yrices remain at erational fows.

“We don't know how long this opportunity will last,” says Grudens. “Nobody | that
crystal bail. But we are seeing more development interest and other signs the wis
may be starting to close so we are intently focused on acguisition. Our goal is {o get as
wich "onse*\’auon fand as we can before the economy staris to come back inic

he trust is an 880-member organization with a five-member staff and $400.000 annual
operating budget. Since 2008, it has raised more than $8 miliion, mostly in private
donations. o buy and preserve la lang along the Indian River Lagoon.

“We are very excited about the work we have been able io do.” says Grudens. "We now
feel we can achieve the vision of protecting the natural shereiine of the lagoon as yvou see
it today.”



Page 3 of 3

“People don't pick Vero Beach and Indian River Counly,” says Taylor. “This place picks
people. The quality of life that draws peaple here is heavily dependent on the lagoon and
all the natural beauty and that is what we want to preserve.”



